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When he was just 6 years old, Utahn Gavin Lewis was diagnosed with Type 1 diabetes. And he got to 
meet Nick Jonas. 
 
The diagnosis led directly to the meetup. 
 
After learning of his condition, Lewis entered and won an essay contest for kids with Type 1 diabetes 
who were making a difference in their communities. In addition to the $5,000 prize, which he 
donated to charity, Lewis got to meet Jonas — and got some inspiration from the then-17-year-old 
actor/singer, who had himself been diagnosed with Type 1 at the age of 13. 
 
“It was great,” Lewis said. “It's something I've always remembered. It's something I hope I can do for 
other kids.” 
 
Today he’s in a position to do just that. Now 15, Lewis is the star of the Netflix series “The Prince of 
Peoria,” and he’s looking for ways to pay it forward. 
 
“That would be really just as cool for me as it would be for them,” he said. “That’s my main goal — to 
be able to inspire somebody like Nick Jonas did for me.” 
 
Lewis plays the title character in the new series — Prince Maxemil “Emil" Vanderklaut III, from the 
fictional kingdom of Buronia. An unfailingly happy and enthusiastic 13-year-old, Emil wants nothing 
more than to be a regular teenager with regular friends in the regular world, so he pretends to be an 
exchange student in Peoria, Ill. There, he strikes up a friendship with Teddy Jackson (Theodore 
Barnes), who is less than enthusiastic about the whole thing. 
 
It's the sort of show you might expect to see on Nickelodeon or the Disney Channel — a sitcom aimed 
at young viewers. 
 

https://www.sltrib.com/artsliving/2018/12/02/year-old-utahn-is/


Emil is “a very happy, excitable, outgoing person,” Lewis said in an interview. “He’s not a stuck-up 
kid. He’s very down-to-earth and just happy with everything he gets to do. 
“I do relate to him. I’m a pretty happy person, so I relate pretty strongly. I’m not quite as extroverted 
as him, though.” 
 
And the role of Emil “kind of caught my attention with the dialect,” he said — Emil speaks with an 
English accent, and Lewis worked with a dialect coach to get it down. 
 
And, hey, if it’s not perfect, Prince Emil isn’t English — he’s Buronian. 
 
You might think that Lewis was born to be an actor. His parents, Kyle and Colleen, are actors and 
teachers whose résumés include stints with Plan-B Theatre Company and the Utah Shakespeare 
Festival. But their son initially resisted. 
 
“When I was little, I was almost a little overexposed to theater. So for a long time, I didn’t want 
anything to do with it,” Lewis said. “They were almost more trying to steer me away from theater and 
acting.” 
 
But he got a role in a film that one of his mother’s students was making, “and I turned around 180 
[degrees] and decided that I loved it. I think it was the film and television aspect. But, yeah, I came 
around, and they’re very supportive of what I do.” 
 
The family lived in Salt Lake City until he was 8 years old, then moved to southern Utah. These days, 
he travels back and forth from the St. George area to Los Angeles, with his mom along as his teacher 
and coach. 
 
“My parents do help me quite a bit with the character,” he said. “My dad helps me with comedic 
timing and some of the choices for the funnier bits when I'm running out of ideas.” 
 
The first eight episodes of “Prince of Peoria” are streaming on Netflix; the Christmas episode will be 
added on Dec. 14, with the remaining seven Season 1 episodes coming later. 
 
Lewis was just 14 during the filming and was seemingly unfazed at shouldering the responsibility as 
one of the leads in the series. 
 
“It’s fun having that many lines and that much to play with,” he said. “It is a lot of responsibility, but 
I’m really thankful for what I get to do. And it’s rare to get quite this much to play with in a role.” 
This is his first series regular role; his résumé includes voiceover work, TV guest shots and supporting 
roles in several TV and theatrical films. 
 
And his Type 1 diabetes didn't slow him down at all on “Prince of Peoria.” 
 
“On set, it isn’t a huge concern,” Lewis said. “In the total six-ish months or so, we only had to stop 
filming one time because of blood-sugar issues. My mom helps me a lot on set, and it’s never really 
become an issue when filming.” 
 
And that’s the message he wants other people — particularly young people — with Type 1 to 
understand. 
 
“I’m very excited to be able to help kids with diabetes and possibly be a role model and help them live 
more confidently with diabetes,” he said. 
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People are already reaching out to him on social media. 
 
“It’s kind of cool to tell people that it doesn’t hold me back in any way,” Lewis said. “A lot of these 
people have Type 1 themselves, and it’s cool to be able to help them and answer any questions that 
they have.” 
 
And, while he’s not old enough to drive yet, Lewis said he’s in acting for the long haul — along with, 
maybe, architecture. 
 
“Acting is definitely my main goal for when I’m older,” he said. “This is definitely what I hope I’m 
doing. I’m also very, very interested in directing. I’m reading books on that and seeing if I can shadow 
some of the directors on ‘Prince of Peoria.’ 
 
“I love what I’m doing.” 
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Actor Gavin Lewis is Netflix’s newest star- and newest prince! His show, “Prince of Peoria”, 
premiered on Netflix this month. Gavin plays Emil, a prince who goes undercover to live life as a 
normal kid. And when real life meets royalty, things don’t go according to plan. Gavin spoke with us 
about his new comedy series and what it’s like to play a character from royalty! 

Young Entertainment Mag: Your new show “Prince of Peoria” premiered this month on Netflix! 
Tell us about the show. 
Gavin Lewis: In “Prince of Peoria,” my character Prince Emil wants to leave his country of Buronia 
and go to America to make a best friend. His father, the king, grants him this wish for his 13th 
birthday gift. He heads to Peoria, Illinois incognito as a foreign exchange student. Emil is thrilled to 
be staying in America with thirteen-year-old Teddy, and can’t wait to make him his new best friend. 
It turns out, however, that they are complete opposites in every way. But, through some pretty crazy 
adventures they come to learn how the things that make them different also make them great 
friends. 

https://youngentertainmentmag.com/yem-talks-gavin-lewis-netflixs-prince-peoria/


YEM: Your characters is a prince! Was it cool to play a royal character? How did you prepare for the 
role of Prince Emil? 
Gavin: It was a lot of fun to play a royal character. Emil has a ton of cool outfits, and who doesn’t 
love wearing a crown? I also liked that he hails from an imaginary country. I got to spend some time 
working through a few different dialects and figuring out how someone from Buronia would speak 
and act. I actually spent a little time studying the royal family of England. Emil is definitely a bit 
more wacky than most royalty, but I felt he would still have learned how a Prince is expected to act 
around his subjects. So, it was helpful to study the royal family and some of their gestures and 
mannerisms. 

 

Joanna DeGeneres 

YEM: Are there any similarities between you and your character? Do you have anything in common 
with Emil? 
Gavin: I think my character and I have a lot of similarities. We are both optimistic and look for the 
good in people. Neither of us takes anything too seriously and we both live in the moment. Emil is 
probably a bit more extroverted than I am though, he does some things even I might be a little 
uncomfortable doing in public. 



YEM: Your character travels to America incognito. If you could travel anywhere incognito, where 
would you like to go? 
Gavin: I think it would be awesome to go incognito and be able to explore Area 51. I’d like to know 
what’s really going on there. Maybe see a few aliens and check out a spaceship. 

YEM: Emil says he wants to make friends like other kids his age, and strikes up an unlikely friendship 
with Teddy. How did you create that best friend chemistry with your co-star, Theodore Barnes? 
Gavin: Theo and I actually became friends in real life right away. Unlike our characters, we have a lot 
in common and have a great time hanging out on and off set. We had so much fun acting together 
and using our character’s differences to create a great on-screen friendship as well. 

 

Netflix 

YEM: Finally, if you could guest star in any other Netflix show, what would it be and why? 
Gavin: I would pick Daredevil. I am a big fan of the super hero genre and it would be very cool to be 
part of an action show. I love fight choreography and stunts. And the acting on Daredevil is great! 
Vincent D’Onofrio is so talented and such an amazing villain. I would love to work with him. 

 
 



 

	
Gavin Lewis stars in the Netflix coming of age family comedy “The Prince of Peoria.” 
Lewis portrays the title role of “Prince Emil,” a 13-year old prince from a wealthy island kingdom who travels 
to America to live incognito as an exchange student in order to experience life as an ordinary teen. The series is 
now streaming. 
The Knockturnal: How did you get involved with the show? 
Gavin Lewis: I received a call to come in and audition last January. The audition was with one of my favorite 
casting directors, Suzanne Goddard-Smythe. I went to the first audition and had a great time with the material. 
A couple of days later they told me I was pinned for the role of Emil. I then had to go audition for the producers 
and complete a screen test. The whole audition process took about a month. Auditions can be stressful, but I had 
a lot of fun throughout the process. I had a blast playing around with the character right from the beginning and 
everyone involved was really nice. 
The Knockturnal: What resonated the most with you about your character? 
Gavin Lewis: I love Emil’s positive attitude. I think, with everything that is going on in the world, it is easy for 
young people to get overly stressed and anxious. I enjoyed seeing a young character like Emil who, as a young 
person, is looking for the good in the world and always trying to make the best of things. 
The Knockturnal: What was a highlight episode/scene for you and why? 

https://theknockturnal.com/exclusive-gavin-lewis-talks-starring-in-netflixs-the-prince-of-peoria/


Gavin Lewis: I really liked working on all the episodes, but it was particularly fun shooting episode four, “A 
Night at the Hip-Hopera.” There is a musical number at the end of the episode that everyone in the cast had a 
great time filming. Our choreographers Cris Judd and Bryan Anthony were so great and the original rap song by 
Conor Hanney was super creative and funny. We also got to wear cool historical costumes. It was one of my 
favorite scenes of the season. 
The Knockturnal: How was working with the cast? 
Gavin Lewis: Working with the cast on Prince of Peoria has been great. Everyone is so talented and more 
importantly nice. I consider them all to be family now. 

Photo Credit: Netflix 
The Knockturnal: What do you hope audiences take away from Prince of Peoria? 
Gavin Lewis: I hope audiences come away from watching Prince of Peoria just feeling good. I think it’s a 
show that you can watch to have a laugh and be happy. I thinks it’s important that kids and families have a 
show they can watch that’s not necessarily about all the toughest aspects of life but focuses on family, friends 
and good times. 
The Knockturnal: Your parents are in theater, is that what motivated you to get into acting? 
Gavin Lewis: Actually, having both my parents in theatre kind of had the opposite effect for a while. For a long 
time I wanted nothing to do with acting and refused to be on stage; I think I was maybe a little overexposed. I 
hung out backstage, A LOT. As I got older,  I became interested in television and film acting, probably just to 
do something a little different from what my parents do. I convinced my mom to let me audition for a film one 
of her acting students was directing. I got the part and loved it, so I really started pursuing film and television 
after that. Since then, I’ve had the opportunity to work in the theatre again and I enjoy it a lot. So, maybe it is 
just in the genes. 
The Knockturnal: You work with the Beyond Type 1 organization. Tell us a little bit about your work 
with them. 
Gavin Lewis: Beyond Type One is an inspiring organization that works to spread the word about type one 
diabetes using social media and technology. They want to change what it means to be type one by empowering 
the community through connection and education. As a non-profit, they use the money they raise to help people 
living with type one diabetes and to fund research for a cure. I am fortunate to be an ambassador for them, 
helping to educate and tell people what’s it like living with type one. 
Leading Photo Credit: Joanna DeGeneres 
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